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1. Introduction

In this global era, English is a language that is in great demand by people to learn and improve, even though
English is difficult to learn (Fajrina, 2015). There are various skills that must be mastered and learned in English,
one of them is speaking ability (Prasetya & Nuraeni, 2021). Speaking skill is one of the English language skills
that must be improved (Alfa, 2020). Speaking is one of the English skill that needs to be developed because it
can show that someone can use English and convey his opinion to others in communication (Fitria et al., 2006).
The mastery of English-speaking skills for many foreigners has become a priority to learn and improve since it.
Often can be used to evaluate the success and effectiveness of English courses based on their proficiency when
speaking English (Inayah & Lisdawati, 1970).

Mastering speaking skills is not easy. In Indonesia, some students still have difficulty speaking English.
Lack of knowledge of English vocabulary and fear of making mistakes when speaking or being embarrassed are
difficulties experienced by Indonesian students (Asworo, 2019). These problems make it difficult for individuals
to articulate or transmit ideas verbally. For this, teaching English speaking requires interesting and interactive
learning (Rao, 2019). Therefore, teachers are required to support students to practice the language (Samad et
al,, 2017). Teachers provide students with many opportunities to practice English, one of which is by utilizing
technological media which is now growing (Nova, 2022). Students need to practice speaking English as much as
possible. So by giving the opportunity to practice English will make students feel more confident in
communicating with each other. Since speaking skill is important, the teacher is required pay special intention
to it (Lestary, 2021).

In the era of digital development, there are many technological media that can help improving students’
speaking skills, one of which is by using podcasts (Wulan, 2018). Students and teachers can use podcasts within
and outside of the classroom to promote comprehensive instructional aspects and information that will aid and
motivate students to study foreign languages more effectively. (Shafiee & Salehi, 2009). Podcasts are generally
used to tell stories or share stories, and provide information to the media (Rosita, 2022). Many schools have
implemented the use of podcast media as English language learning, one of which is in Indonesia. Podcasts are
assumed to be an alternative strategy because they contain many topics spoken by native English speakers
(Rahmasari etal., 2021). As a form of media, podcasts have many benefits for language learning and have several
features that other language learning media do not have (Rosyidah et al., 2021). One of the advantages of
developing podcasts in education is that students can learn directly from experience (Nurhamdah, 2020).
Students can record performances and post them to the Internet (Zahan Chowdhury, 2019). So they are more
likely to pay attention to the preparation because they know it can be heard by people all over the world. There
are many models provided in podcasts such as reports, conversations, discussions and interviews. In terms of
speaking skills, podcasts can also help students, especially those who lack confidence to speak in front of an
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audience because podcasts can be produced behind the scenes (Sze, 2007). Thus, using podcasts will be effective
and efficient in improving students’ speaking skills. Therefore, the aim of the research is to find out how students
perceive about English podcast activities that has been implemented by one of the schools in Sidoarjo, Indonesia.

There has been much previous research about students’ perception using podcast, either at the school or
at the university. One of the research was conducted by Rahmasari, Ahmad, and Kamil (2021). The participant
of the research is the first-grade students of the vocational high school 2019/2020. The research used
phenomenology design with method qualitative approach. The results showed that students had a positive
perception of using podcasts in teaching speaking and interesting because it has a lot of topics that they could
listen and practice speaking whenever they wanted. Podcasts also improved students' achievement. Next
research is from Pusvita, Idrus, and Supraptiningsih (2022). The participants in this study were from various
universities in Indonesia with 162 students from various majors (English and non-English) who were learning
English through English Podcasts. This research employed an explanatory sequential design approach. The
results showed that Indonesian students were quite used to learn English by using podcasts. By listening to
English podcasts, students could add new vocabulary, improve their pronunciation better, and motivate them
to speak. Another research has been conducted by Sengang, Pelenkahu, and Muntuuntu (2022). The participants
were vocational high school Cokroaminoto Kotamobagu third grade computer and network engineering
students. The researcher employed a quantitative approach. The findings of the questionnaires revealed a
favorable reaction based on students’ experiences with using podcasts as learning media. English podcasts were
a great medium for learning English, particularly for improving speaking abilities.

Although the previous research explained the students’ perceptions of using podcast media to improve
speaking skills, the study is crucial to be conducted. Because podcast can practice speaking skills, and practice
students’ self confidence in front of the camera. Podcast also has a lot of topics to discuss. The present study
does not only focus on students’ perceptions toward the English podcast activities for speaking skills, but also
finds out what problems that students face in English podcast activities that have been implemented in school.

Based on pre-observations at one of the private senior high schools in Sidoarjo, it shows that the school
has implemented podcast activities which have been running for about one and a half years. The purpose of this
English podcast activity is as a forum for students to express themselves and exchange information, practice
language skills, especially speaking, and increase confidence to speak in front of the camera. There are several
students who can already speak English with native speakers in English podcast activities. However, there are
more students who are still not fluent in speaking English, they lack confidence and lack vocabulary mastery
when doing English podcast activities. Based on the background above, the aim of this research is to know more
about students perceptions and the problem toward English podcast activities that has been implemented at
one of the private senior high schools in Sidoarjo, Indonesia. Therefore, the researcher questions that can be
formulated as follows: (1) What are the students’ perceptions toward the English podcast activities for speaking
skill? (2) What are the problems students face when doing English podcast activities?

2. Method

To obtain the data, this study was conducted use analyzed descriptively by explaining the results in depth.
The research was conducted at one of the private schools in Sidoarjo, Indonesia, namely MA Bilingual Muslimat
NU Sidoarjo. The participants of this study involved 18 students who have experienced in English podcast
activities. To fill in the data, the researcher chose four students consisting of two students who can speak English
fluently and two other students who are still not fluent in English.

To collect the data, there are two instruments used in this study: questionnaires and interview.
Questionnaires are the first instruments. It is appropriate for investigating attitudes, perceptions and opinions
(Louis Cohen, 2018). The researchers used close-ended questionnaires with rating scale. The questionnaires are
adapted with slightly modifying it which has the same topic of students’ perceptions of podcasts. The
questionnaires were adjusted into twelve statements divided into two halves. The statements of number 1-8 are
the first part of questionnaires to explore students’ perceptions toward the English podcast activities.
Meanwhile, the statements of questionnaires number 9-12 are the second part with the aim of finding out the
students’ problems in English podcasts activities.

The second instrument use interviews with focus on providing participants the chance to discuss about
their perceptions of the situation and how they understand it from their own point of view (Louis Cohen, 2018).
The interview was conducted for enhancing and clarify the information obtained from the questionnaires. This
study’s interview is adapted and uses a semi-structured interview. The goal of this interview is to openly identify
concerns, and respondents are requested to provide their thoughts on the activities of utilizing English podcast
media to enhance speaking skills. The interviews conducted with four students. The interviews there are three
questions. The first and second questions of the interviews to support data relating to students’ perceptions
toward the English podcast activities. Meanwhile, the third questions are to find out more about the problems
students face when doing English podcast activities.
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The data is analyzed descriptively because the case study’s characteristics are to describe and explain a
phenomenon in a systematic way (L, 2017). The participants filled out a questionnaire on the Google form. In
the questionnaires there are only four answers: Strongly agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly
Disagree (SD). The questionnaires are calculated from the total frequency of each student’s answer to the item
using the proportion formula. It helps in categorizing the overall number of respondents who respond to the
item. Then the results of the questionnaires are described. Furthermore, students answered in-depth interviews.
Here the interviews are recorded. Then the record of interviews were transcribed so that the data can be
analyzed. The next step is to interpret the data based on the research questions. After analyzing the two
instruments, the data is concluded with a description.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. The Students’ Perceptions Toward the English Podcast Activities for
Speaking Skill

The study used questionnaires with eighteen students to further clarify the data. The statements in the
questionnaires were categorized into percentages. The diagram depicts the results.
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Figure 1. The Result of Questionnaires

The first statement was about students' feelings towards English podcasts. The diagram showed that most
of the students agree (61.1%} and a small percentage of students (27.8%) stated they strongly agreed.
Meanwhile, students who showed disapproval of English podcasts by answering disagreed (11.1 %). This
finding is in line with research by Darwis (2016) which stated that students like English podcast activities to
improve their English, especially in speaking ability.

The second statement asked if students enjoyed taking part in English podcast activities. According to the
graphic, the majority of students (50%) agree, and a minor proportion (33.3%) strongly agree that they
appreciated participating in English podcast activities. This showed that students are happy with English
podcast activities at school.

According to the third statement, a small percentage of students (38.9%) agree and a large amount of
students (44.4%) strongly believe that podcasts can help students learn to speak English. This showed most of
students agree that English podcasts can help students to learn or improve speaking skills. However, some
students (11.1%) disagree and strongly disagree (5.6%) with this statement. This means that some students
may have problems doing English podcast activities. From this explanation, many students consider English
podcast activities to help their English-speaking skills. This finding is in line by Senggang, Pelenkahu, and
Muntuuntu (2022) which claimed that using podcast media had a positive impact on students, especially for
improving speaking skills.

For the fourth statement, it is about students' opinion that English podcasts can motivated students to
learn to improve their speaking skills in English. From the diagram, the majority of students (44.4%) who
strongly agree and the number of students who agree (38.9%) that English podcasts can motivated learning to
improve English speaking skills. In addition, some students (11.1%) disagree and a small percentage from
students (5.6%) strongly disagree with this statement.
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Furthermore, the fifth statement about the students' opinion that podcasts can improve English
pronunciation skills. The diagram showed that half of the students (50%) strongly agree and agree (44.4%) that
English podcast activities can improve students' pronunciation of English. On the other hand, only a small
percentage 5.6%) disagree with this fifth statement.

The sixth statement is about whether English podcast activities can help students feel confident when
speaking English. The diagram showed that almost all students (61.1%) agree and some students (33.3%) who
answered strongly agree with the statement. A small percentage of students disagree (5.6%) with the statement
that they felt that English podcast activities were still lacking to build confidence when speaking. This finding is
in line with research by Rosyidah, Furaidah, and Suryati (2021) which stated that using podcasts was beneficial
for students speaking skills, either in academic or in psychological aspects like theirs confidence, and motivation.

The seventh statement showed that the number of students (44.4%) agree and strongly agree has the same
percentage for the statement that students participating in English podcast activities can have full speaking
experience in English. However, there is also a small percentage of students (11.1%) who disagree with the
statement. From the percentage of questionnaire statements, many students agreed that by participating in the
podcast activity they would gain full experience of speaking English.

The next statement was about whether students want English podcast activities to be implemented in
speaking class. A small percentage of students (11.1%) strongly agree with the statement, and half of the
students (55.6%) do as well, according to the graphic. This is a great recommendation for teachers who want to
use podcasts in their lessons. (Darwis, 2016). Additionally, it demonstrates that students disagree (27.8%) and
strongly disagree (5.6%) with the claim that they oppose the use of English podcasts in speaking classes.

The ninth statement that English podcast activities were new to them was agreed with by a small
percentage of students (16.7%) and some students (22.2%). On the other hand, most students (38.9%)
disagreed and strongly disagreed (22.2%) with this statement. This showed that students do not agree that
English podcasts are new to them, but they are familiar with English podcasts.

The tenth statement is that English podcast activities are boring for students. Based on the diagram, the
majority of students (72.2%) disagree and strongly disagree (16.7%) with this statement. This showed that
English podcast activities are interesting for students. Only a small percentage of students (11.1%) agree that
the English podcast activities are dull.

The next statement was about whether English podcasts are more difficult than Indonesian podcasts. The
diagram showed that a small number of students (5.6%) strongly agree and most students (38.9%) agree with
this statement. On the other hand, students (38.9%) disagree with the same number of students who chose to
agree. In addition, 16.7% of students strongly disagree with the statement, which is a small percentage. This
showed most of the English podcast students are not difficult.

The last twelfth statement can be seen in the diagram showing that almost half of the students (44.4%)
chose to disagree and strongly disagree with the statement about English podcast activities that made them
uncomfortable. They showed that doing this English podcast activity is comfortable. On the other hand, the
twelfth statements was agreed upon and highly agreed upon by a modest a percentage of students (5.6%). This
finding is in line with Lestary (2021) stating that the absence of an audience or the feeling that students are not
the center of attention can help them speak more comfortably.

3.2. The Problems Students Face When Doing English Podcast Activities

Semi-structured interviews were used to support and clarify the questionnaire data findings. Four kids
were interviewed as a sample. The discussion in this section was about kids’ perceptions of English podcast
activities at school. According to the interviews, most of the students had positive perspectives on the English
podcast activities.

The first question is related to students’ feelings towards English podcast activities. Students were asked
whether they liked English podcasts and what they thought about English podcast activities. One of the students,
AZ.Z, stated that: “Saya suka kegiatan podcast bahasa Inggris. Podcast bahasa Inggris dapat meningkatkan rasa
percaya diri berbicara bahasa Inggris di depan umum” (I like English podcast activities. English podcasts can
increase my confidence to speak English in public).

The first interview All students said that they liked the English podcast activity. This showed that students
like English podcast activities at school. Students can practice and improve their English-speaking skills. English
podcast activities enable students to use their technology-based entertainment system to achieve learning goals,
especially to improve their communicative competence (Hikmah et al,, 2021). This finding is in line with
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research by Li (Ho Ching Li, 2010), but there is a slight difference in the reasons students like English podcasts
and use English podcasts. They like English podcasts to improve their listening skills in English conversations.

The second question is about students’ opinions that language podcast activities at school can be used to
learn English. F.P., replied: “Podcast bahasa Inggris bisa sangat membantu bahasa Inggris saya lebih baik. Apalagi
saya pernah podcast bahasa Inggris bersama native speaker. Jadi saya seperti bisa tau bagaimana pengucapan
kata yang benar dengan native speaker tersebut. Lalu saya juga bisa membuka ide-ide seperti dia tanya begini
terus aku jawabannya harus benar-benar cepet tanggap harus bagaimana” (English podcasts can really help my
English better. Moreover, I have done an English podcast with a native speaker. So I feel like I can know how to
pronounce the word correctly with the native speaker. Then I can also open up ideas like he asked me like this
and I answered that I have to be really responsive, what should I do).

The students were asked if participating in English podcasts could aid in their language acquisition. Based
on the findings, every student agrees that podcasts are useful in English learning. This showed that English
podcast activities can help them learn English better. They learn how to pronounce the correct words in English
live on video. They are also happy with native speakers who can help them improve their English skills. The
podcast also motivates students to manage their concentration on tasks, identify new vocabulary, memorize
spoken word sounds, and enhance their linguistic proficiency to better study English. (Indahsari, 2020). This
finding is in line with research by Rahmasari, Ahmad, and Kamil (2021), podcasts are useful for helping students
learn to speak and achieve. Students agree that the use of podcasts in the process of learning to speak has a good
impact on improving their speaking skills.

The third question is meant to gather information on the challenges involved that students have when
taking part in English podcast activities. One student, M.LS,, stated this: “Ada kesulitan saat saya melakukan
kegiatan podcast bahasa Inggris. Seperti kurangnya pengetahuan kosa kata saya karena ini pertama kalinya saya
mengikuti kegiatan podcast bahasa Inggris. Lalu terkadang seperti lupa kosa kata sehingga lihat teks jika ada.
Apalagi bahasa Inggris saya masih kurang belajar dan berlatih” (There are difficulties when I do English podcast
activities. Such as my lack of knowledge of vocabulary because this is the first time [ have participated in an
English podcast activity. Then sometimes it’s like forgetting vocabulary so look at the script if there is one.
Moreover, my English is still lacking in learning and practicing).

The crucial problem faced by students when participating in English podcast activities is a lack of
confidence, vocabulary and difficulties when the discussion goes off topic. Similar to the results of research by
Nova (Nova, 2022) that students feel some problems with anxiety, nervousness and fear of making mistakes.
Even though they didn’t face their audience visually, they could feel that many people could realize their mistake
by listening to their explanation.

From the results of questionnaire data and research interviews related to English podcast activities for
students’ speaking abilities that have been carried out, they received positive responses from students. English
podcast activities held at schools can help students learn English by speaking English which is recorded and then
uploaded on YouTube. Students are also happy with the presence of a native speaker. Students take turns having
the opportunity to do English podcast activities with the native speakers. Students become more familiar with
the correct pronunciation of vocabulary and know new vocabulary that they have never heard of. They become
more confident when they speak English. Students can use podcasts as learning resources, experience the
technological aspects of podcasting and encourage learning outside the classroom (Goldman, 2018). Students’
language podcast activities show amazing potential for improving language speaking skills due to the complex
cognitive processes involved in creating podcasts. Multimodal podcasts encourage students to practice spoken
language outside of the classroom, which supports teaching and learning. (Phillips, 2017).

The data also show that podcasts have motivated students to study English. Activities including English
podcasts can introduce students to intriguing topics and clear native pronunciation, making learning more
enjoyable. The study’s findings also revealed problems that students had while participating in English podcast
activities. In particular, students seem to have problems related to a lack of knowledge of words. They have
difficulty if there is a word they want to say but they don’t know English for the word they want to say. They also
sometimes feel offended which makes them unable to focus on digesting what the other person is talking about
and also have to suddenly stop in the middle of a conversation to remember the vocabulary to be conveyed. So
it can be concluded that the problems they face when participating in English podcast activities take place are a
sense of concern from themselves so that they are not focused and the English vocabulary that will be conveyed
is difficult or forgotten.

4. Conclusion

The overall findings showed that students have a positive perceptions towards English podcast activities
to speaking skill held by the school. The findings show that students have fun in participating in English podcast
activities as a way to improve students’ speaking skills. Students agree that podcasts can help them learn English
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and they are willing to use podcasts as an alternative way to learn English. Apart from that, the podcast also
motivates them because it engages their interests. English podcast content and original pronunciation that are
clearly derived from podcasts can hone their skills, especially speaking skills. There are problems that students
confront when taking part in English podcast activities, in addition to all the advantages that come with them.
Many of them face the problem of lack of knowledge of vocabulary and topics that they are not good at. Activities
based on English podcasts can be a different and creative computer-based learning tool that can raise students’
comprehension and speaking proficiency. In other words, using English podcasts as a medium to improve
students’ English learning, particularly speaking skills, is successful.

Based on these study conclusions, there are some suggestions offered for schools as well as English
teachers, students, and other researchers who are interested in doing the same research. For schools and English
teachers, it is suggested that this English podcast activity can also be applied in the classroom for learning
English speaking and listening. So learning English becomes more creative and fun. Implementing Podcasts in
the teaching and learning process makes it possible to improve their speaking and listening skills in English. In
addition, students can have fun learning experiences that can increase their motivation in learning English. It is
also suggested that students use Podcasts as an alternative to computer-based media in listening and speaking
to help them develop and improve their English skills. Furthermore, students can use the internet to find more
realistic materials to enhance their listening and speaking practice. They will benefit from practice in order to
improve their English skills. For other researchers who also want to do research on the same topic, it is
suggested that in order to find out more deeply about students’ interest in the applied podcasts.
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